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Where will you be on the evening of December 21, 2012?  As the last Friday night before 
Christmas, my guess is that many of us will be out and about at one of our many shopping 
centers, or enjoying a meal at one of our many local restaurants, or attending at least one of 
the seemingly thousands of holiday parties and get-togethers that overrun our calendars this 
month every year.  Wherever you plan to be that night, you might want to set your cell phone 
alarm for 6 pm or so that evening so that you’ll have plenty of time to go to the bathroom, fix 
your hair and what-not, and be completely ready when the world comes to an end at 6:11 pm, 
Eastern Standard Time.   
 
As we just read in Luke’s gospel, Jesus has warned us well ahead of time to not “let the sharp 
edge of your expectations get dulled by parties and drinking and shopping.”1  But while his first 
century disciples had to be ready at every single moment to avoid being surprised by the 
coming of the Son of Man, thankfully, we have been given plenty of lead time to get ready for 
that day. 
 
I know what you are thinking – Come on, Chris, we’ve all been through this whole “Jesus is 
coming” and “Prepare for the Apocalypse” thing before.  Just because some crazy “prophet” 
says the world is going to come to an end doesn’t mean it actually is.  True.  And I do share 
your skepticism.  After all, Wikipedia lists over 180 such failed predictions and warnings from 
the past two millennia, even a few from such respected sources as Hal Lindsey, Pat 
Robertson, and the Bible Student Movement (the original BSM!).2  Fool me once, shame on 
you.  Fool me 180 some times, well, perhaps I’m just foolish.   
 
Yes, friends, I share your hesitation to buy into all this. We have been burned by erroneous 
end-times scenarios too many times before – not literally, of course – we were ready for fire.  
But figuratively.  But let me assure you…this one is different.  Because we aren’t just asked to 
take this calculation on faith – no, this one is based on inter-disciplinary research and scientific 
inquiry.   
 
First, you have the Mayans.  By this point, we have probably all heard about their long-count 
calendar, which has been tracking for 5126 years.  And on December 21, that long running 
calendar comes to an end.  Coincidence?  Well, I did think so at first.  Back when I first heard 
about it several years ago, I tended to listen to people like Sandra Noble, executive director of 
the Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican Studies in Crystal River, FL, who were 
saying things like, “For the ancient Maya, it was a huge celebration to make it to the end of a 
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whole cycle.”  To render Dec. 21, 2012 as a doomsday or moment of cosmic shifting is, she 
says, “a complete fabrication and a chance for a lot of people to cash in.”3 
 
She and the many other reasoned voices of the so-called “experts” might have had me 
convinced.  But that was until I learned about the work of journalist Lawrence Joseph, who 
graciously brought together his insights in a book entitled Apocalypse 2012: A Scientific 
Investigation Into Civilizations End.  Now I haven’t actually read his book, but based upon just 
a few scattered quotes that I have read in other sources, along with the back cover, I am 
convinced.  I am not exactly sure what I am convinced of, but Joseph makes some excellent 
points, such as the fact that for the first time in roughly 26,000 years, the sun will line up with 
the center of the Milky Way galaxy on December 21, 2012.  He writes, “whatever energy 
typically streams to Earth from the center of the Milky Way will indeed be disrupted on 
12/21/12 at 11:11 p.m. Universal Time.”4   
 
So there you have it.  I had to look up the proper means of calculating Universal Time to our 
time zone, which turned out to simply be the standard GMT minus five hours.  Which gives us 
6:11 pm, just less than 3 weeks from today – Friday, December 21, 2012.  I trust we will all be 
ready.   
 
Now that I have that out of my system, I can speak a bit more plainly.  If you are anything like 
me, when you hear talk or scriptures about the “Second Coming” of Jesus or the impending 
apocalypse, you might tend to react a bit like I do every time I am sitting at the corner of Main 
and Dinkle waiting at the stop light, and look over at the former Hardee’s building with the El 
Charro sign that says “Coming Soon!”.  I don’t know anymore how long we have been waiting 
for El Charro to come to Bridgewater, but it has been long enough that when I see that sign, I 
no longer anticipate anything, I simply think “I’ll believe it when it happens.”   
 
And if you are anything like me, particularly at this time of the year, you are far more likely to 
be obsessed with surviving through this month and getting ready for everything that 
accompanies the Holiday season in our culture than you are to be obsessed with surviving the 
Apocalypse and getting ready for the end of the world.  Between the obligatory parties, and the 
obligatory decorating, and the obligatory gift-giving, and the obligatory family visits, and the 
semi-obligatory religious observances and musical performances, there is more to get ready 
for – more for which I am obligated to prepare – than at any other time of the year.  The last 
thing I need is one more thing to get ready for.   
 
Enter this morning’s gospel text for the first Sunday of Advent, and quite frankly, I can’t help 
but confess my annoyance.  Thank you, Jesus, for adding yet another thing for which I have to 
get ready this month.   
 
Truth be told, I have a hard time entering the thought world of apocalyptic predictions, end-time 
and second-coming scenarios, and eschatological theology.  The hyperbole and satire with 
which I have been speaking is one of my ways of dealing with an uncomfortable subject matter 
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in one of my least favorite times of the year.  I react strongly against both apocalyptic 
discourse as well as all the “stuff” that comes with the holiday season.   
 
The difference for me, of course, is that I know full well that during this season every year, I 
have to be ready for the holidays one way or the other.  On the other hand, I really have no 
idea if or when Jesus is coming back.  I have my suspicions, but the truth is I just don’t know.  
Consequently, it is much easier to ignore any talk of or scriptures about end times and second 
comings.  
 
Now I suspect that circumstances make a big difference in how you receive apocalyptic 
scriptures such as this one.  My life at present is relatively stable – my home and family are 
secure, my body and mind healthy, my community and nation relatively at peace.  But I know 
that not everyone is experiencing life in this way.  I think about those who are living in the 
aftermath of natural disasters – earthquakes, hurricanes, tsunamis, and the like.  I think about 
those who are living in warzones or under the threat of constant violence.  I think about those 
who have lost their jobs, and their homes, and their loved ones – sometimes all together and in 
a short period of time.  I think about those living under the weight of a cancer diagnosis, those 
struggling through broken and damaging relationships, those dealing with addiction, and those 
who are realizing that their days on this earth are very near their end.   
 
I also must think about the time and the people to whom Jesus spoke these words that we 
read today, and the world which first received them from the writer of Luke’s gospel.  Jesus 
utters these words, as well as the apocalyptic images in the verses preceding today’s text, 
during the final days of his life and just before his arrest, trial, and crucifixion.  The gospel of 
Luke was written shortly after the Roman siege and sacking of Jerusalem in 70 C.E. – and 
first-century readers would not have forgotten the images of desolation and destruction that 
overtook the very city about which Jesus was speaking and in which he himself was about to 
be brought to a violent end.  And of course the early Christians who circulated Luke’s writing 
and made it gospel were frequently the victims of oppression and persecution.   
 
Thinking about such things, I can imagine better the appeal of apocalyptic literature and 
theology for some.  History has shown that it is in times of great tragedy, disaster, and 
persecution that apocalyptic literature has thrived.  While a promise of a dramatic upheaval of 
the current world order and a coming eschaton might seem like a threat to one like me for 
whom life is presently pretty good, it is salvation for those living in misery.  What I am prone to 
hear as a disturbing image of unlikely apocalyptic doom could infuse the stricken and 
downtrodden with hope in a time when all good seems to be gone from life and all hell seems 
to be breaking loose.  As The New Interpreters Bible Commentary says of this passage:  
 

“These verses…provide encouragement for the faithful when the very foundation of life 
seems to be shaken.  What do you do when others grow faint ‘from fear and foreboding’ 
and ‘the powers of the heavens’ are shaken (21:26)?  These cosmological terms can aptly 
evoke the distress that we feel during the most anxious, trying, and dangerous experiences 
of life.  What gives you direction when tornadoes strike, loved ones are imperiled, your 
livelihood is jeopardized, and the future is dark?  Reading Jesus’ words on the coming of 
the Son of Man as a reflection of the God-ordered world in which we live, the reader finds 
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assurance that in the worst of times the Son of Man is near at hand, coming ‘with power 
and great glory’ (21:27).  The message of the eschatological discourse, therefore, needs to 
be proclaimed in every time because it is one of hope: ‘Your redemption is drawing near’ 
(21:28).  God’s Word will never pass away (21:33).5   

 
And so I am given reason to reconsider my first impressions of this passage.  It is still hard for 
me to appreciate any real-life expectancy of Second-Comings or an immanent Apocalypse.  I 
still can’t resonate with anyone who anticipates December 21 or any other predicted date for 
the end of the age with any seriousness.  But as I have sat with these verses, read them over 
and over, and pondered them in my mind and heart in recent days, I do have a renewed 
appreciation for the way in which they bring hope to the hopeless.   
 
And I am also reminded of the way in which I, as one blessed enough to currently live in a 
state of peace, prosperity, and happiness, nevertheless frequently forget what this season is 
all about.  Because if properly observed, Advent isn’t about me getting ready to do anything – it 
is about getting myself ready for God to do something in me.   
 
I’ll say that again in a different way.  Advent isn’t about us getting ready to do anything – it is 
about us getting ourselves ready for God to do something in us and through us.  It is about 
preparing ourselves for Christ to move again in our lives and in this world.  It is about 
recommitting ourselves to be ready – always ready – for Christ to come again in our world.  
We do not know how it will happen.  It may come in some sudden cataclysmic event with 
trumpets and atmospheric and geologic disturbances.  Or as it happens more often, it may 
come as quietly and inauspiciously as the budding of a fig tree or the birth of a baby in an out 
of the way corner of the globe.   
 
During Advent, we are invited to make sure we are ready for Christ to come to us again in 
whatever form that may take.  We are invited to resist the alluring and often overwhelming 
program of parties and drinking and shopping that presents itself during the holiday season 
and instead to follow a different calendar – one that helps us to prepare spaces in our lives and 
in our hearts for Christ to be born anew in us and among us.  And then, we are invited to wait 
and to hope.  To wait for whatever God may have in store for us and for our world.  To hope for 
the coming of the kingdom, when all – not just some – will know joy and peace and prosperity.  
So that when God does move, when Christ does come, in whatever shape or form or time, we 
will be ready 
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