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Anyone who would like offering envelopes for 2015 but 

has not made a pledge for next year or has not had them  

in the past should notify our Business Manager, Glenna 

Wampler.  Also, if you’re interested in having your         

contribution made to the church electronically, forms are 

available in the church office or you may speak with 

Glenna. 

If there is inclement weather on Sunday morning (or beginning Saturday evening), please check for 

church cancellations / closings on:   WSVA radio 550 am 

                                                           WHSV TV channel 3 

                                                           Church Website (www.bwcob.org) 

                                                           Church Facebook page  

information is 

due January 15.  You may email it to 

Shannon in the church office at:                                

        spuffenbarger@bwcob.org  

 or    churchoffice@bwcob.org 

 

...begin again January 21 

 

How would you like to join together with others across the spectrum of age and life experience to 

reflect on your personal journey while writing your “spiritual autobiography”?  During lent this 

year, Pastor Chris will be offering a course that will lead participants through a process of exploring 

our most meaningful life experiences, helping us to understand and sort out the factors that help  

define each of our own spiritual journeys, following the pattern laid out in Dan Wakefield’s The 

Story of Your Life.  The course will run the six weeks of lent on Tuesday evenings (7-8:30 p.m.)  

beginning February 24 and concluding on March 31.  Because of the intense personal nature of this 

experience and the developmental process that builds from week to week, participants will be asked 

to make a commitment to confidentiality and to regular attendance for the length of the course, 

missing no more than 1 session over the duration.  If interested, please sign up on the list in the 

greeting hall or contact Pastor Chris or the church office by February 8. 



 

Our blood pressure clinic is held before and after the 

Sunday School hour on the third Sunday of every month 

in the office reception area. It is open to anyone who 

wishes to have their blood pressure professionally 

checked.   Thank you to all the volunteers who have 

made our blood pressure clinic a success this year. 

Thanks especially to Dr. Alan Clague who has filled in 

twice during special times.  We are in need of volunteers 

for 2015. There is a signup sheet in the congregational 

closet on the bulletin board to the right as you enter. If 

you are willing to volunteer to help with the clinic, 

please sign up.  We need 12 receptionists and 12 persons 

who are qualified to take blood pressures.   Thank you 

for helping us to continue this program.   

~ Health & Wellness Committee  

of Women’s Fellowship 

Bridgewater Church of the Brethren 

420 College View Drive, Bridgewater, VA  22812 
 

Phone: 540-828-3711 / Fax: 540-828-0328 

Web: www.bwcob.org  

Office Hours:  
Monday-Friday,  8 a.m.-Noon & 1-5 p.m. 

2015 BRIDGEWATER HOME AUXILIARY     
ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

 

When:  January 24 – 6:00 p.m.  

Where:  Houff Community Center 

Entertainment:  A festive evening is planed with a Mardi   

     Gras dinner and entertainment by The Mill  Street  

     Ramblers. 

Ticket price: $48 per person which honors the 48 years  

     of the Home’s existence (optional $35/   person).   

 

Paid reservations need to be sent by January 18 to  

Bridgewater Home Auxiliary, Attention Ellie Draper, 302 

N. Second Street, Bridgewater.  Proceeds to benefit the  

Resident Care Endowment Fund which aids residents   

needing financial assistance.  Call 828-2682 for more  

information.  

 alumni ill gather at Thomas House in    

Dayton on Thursday, January 8,  at 11:30 a.m.  Dick 

Stutzman will be convener.   Enter at the side door and 

someone will tell you which room.  You will be         

responsible for the tip and the cost of whatever meal you 

order; pay when you leave.   Contact Fonda by January 4 

if you plan to attend (FondaErdman@verizon.net or   

828-3883).   If you want to come but are not on the list 

you are welcome to come.  Thomas House only needs an 

estimate of those attending.    

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) for Children 

will be holding an information session in preparation for the 

next Volunteer Advocate training course. CASA for   

Children recruits, trains, and aids community volunteers to 

advocate for the best interests of children involved in abuse 

or neglect cases within the Juvenile & Domestic  

Relations Court. Through a written court report, our  

volunteers provide the Judge with valued information so an 

informed decision can be made regarding the child’s safe 

and permanent living arrangements. To find out more on 

how you can get involved, attend the next information  

session on Thursday, January 15, from 6-7 p.m. at  

Massanutten Regional Library or call 213-2272. 

 

Fellowship & Recreation Commission is sponsoring a 

Coffeehouse Social to be held in the greeting hall on 

Saturday, January 31, starting at 6:30 p.m.  Coffee and 

other hot beverages will be sold, as well as any baked 

goods that are donated for this event.  Plus, an open-

mic stage will be set up to showcase any talents you 

have (singing, playing, poem reading, etc.)  All proceeds 

will benefit the John Kline Homestead Fund.  For more 

information, call Palmer Lee Berry at 828-2386.  

 

Decorators will be UN-decorating on Monday, January 

5, at 6 p.m. and Saturday, January 10, at 9 a.m.  Help is 

needed in taking down the trees, wreaths and 

swags.  ALL help is  

 

This is the recording of Sanctus made ten years ago.  Many 

of you already have one.  Now there is a supply of 50  

copies, free of charge, which can be picked up in the 

church office, particularly for those who do not have one. 

mailto:FondaErdman@verizon.net


 

During this time of thanksgiving, we count the gift of a 

loving church family as one of our greatest blessings.  At 

the passing of our mom, Betty Martin, we appreciated the 

support we received through food, cards, contributions, 

and memories.  We are able to keep her near us through 

the stories you share.  Special thanks to the pastors and 

the Seekers class.  We hope all families enjoy this time 

with their loved ones.                          ~ Kathy Zimmerman 

 

I can’t seem to find the words to adequately express my 

appreciation to the Bridgewater CoB community for all 

the prayers, cards, flowers, visits and telephone calls  I 

received during my recent hospitalization and  

rehabilitation.  I also appreciated the personal pastoral 

visits during this time of illness.                    ~ Bill Ludwick 
 

Many thanks for all the letters, cards, and gifts shared 

with our families during this holiday season.  It is truly a 

blessing to serve and share life with such a caring family 

of faith.  Here’s to another year of life and ministry  

together!                  ~ Pastors Jeff and Chris and families 
 

Thanks to all who volunteered to staff the Salvation Army 

booth at Bridgewater Foods Market December 4-6.  Your 

time was a gift from you and from our congregation to 

those less fortunate.  The participation in this project was  

excellent and very much appreciated.  Many thanks! 

And special thanks to Laura Mapp for heading up this  

special activity for our members.   
 

Many thanks to everyone who participated in and  

contributed to the congregation’s float in the Bridgewater 

Christmas Parade.  And special thanks to Jeremy Driver 

for providing the truck and trailer, Greg Propst for  

driving, the Witness and Renewal Commission for  

decorating and providing the “handouts,” and Marianne 

Houff and the children’s choirs for leading and anchoring 

the carol singing.   
 

This care package has been a real life saver...You have no 

idea!  You all are the BEST!                            ~ Eric Landram 
 

Thanks for the care package – I appreciate the church for  

thinking of me as the semester comes to an end.    

~ Riley Metzler 
 

Thank you very much for the care package full of snacks!  

I had never gotten a care package before and I was so 

surprised (and so thankful!).  I have very much enjoyed 

attending services with my boyfriend over the past few 

months and plan to go to more next semester.  Exams are 

finally over and I will do my best to enjoy the holidays.  I 

love Bridgewater so much I wish I didn’t have to leave.  

Thanks again so very much and I will see you all soon!  

Happy Holidays,                         Nicole Hoppe, BC Student 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. on Sundays 
 

January 4—Second Sunday after Christmas 

Preaching: Pastor Jeff Carr 

Sermon: “Unexpected and Unaccepted” 

Scripture: John 1:1-18 

 

January 11—Third Sunday after Christmas  

Preaching: Pastor Jeff Carr 

Sermon:   “Rules to Live by… 

                                     Listen to Your Mother & Father” 

Scripture: Exodus 20:12 

 

January 18—Fourth Sunday after Christmas 

Preaching: Pastor Chris Zepp 

Sermon: “To know and be known…” 

Scriptures: Psalm 139:1-18; John 1:43-51 

 

January 25—Fifth Sunday after Christmas 
Preaching: Pastor Jeff Carr 

Sermon: “Rules to Live by...Do not Hurt Anyone” 

Scripture: Exodus 20:13 

 

Pastor Chris invites you to join him for a two week book study 

on Wednesday afternoons, 2-3 pm, January 14 and 28.  We will 

be reading and discussing the 2014 book Convictions: How I 

Learned What Matters Most by leading biblical scholar and 

teacher Marcus Borg.  Reflecting on the occasion of his 70th 

birthday, Borg surveys the most significant conversations and 

personalities that shaped his life, and presents his convictions 

about faith and its role in 21st century Christianity and  

America, contending that they are both at their best when they 

focus on hope and transformation, and shares his thoughts on 

how American Christians can return to what matters most.  If 

you’d like to join the discussion, you may either obtain your 

own copy of the book; OR if you would prefer, sign up on the 

list in the church office by Sunday, December 28, to order 

through the church at a cost no greater than $20.  We will  

discuss the first six chapters at the January 14th meeting.  See 

you then! 

 

Statements will be available on January 11 & 18.  

Your help in delivering statements to family and neighbors 

will be greatly appreciated. 


