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…if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their 
land. 

 

The Quest – Movie Clip from Monty Python and the Holy Grail.   

Begin scene #8 (~23:42) play for approximately 1:12 through “God Be Praised” (~24:54).  Trumpets begin next 
scene…don’t go any farther or else  

(Afterwards, as Chris moves to desk, Switch to Power Point and Opening Screen Shot) 

Good morning Church!  Welcome to the “sermon”.  Folks, I’m not going to bore you with all the 
details of how I came to be sitting here behind a desk at the front of the sanctuary once more.  
Let’s suffice it to say that when three white guys end up preaching on a single Bible verse, 
someone is going to draw the short straw (hint: it’s the middle one!).  In such a case, one has 
to resort to drastic measures.   

Now, before we begin, I just want to remind you that this “sermon” is being brought to you in 
satire and in character.  You have to listen to it differently than you would most sermons.  It is 
most definitely NOT meant to be taken literally.  Whether or not it is to be taken seriously will 
be up to you and the Spirit.  So without further ado, it’s time for us to begin our Quest.  Its time 
for “This Week in God.”  (Graphic: This Week in God).  

Humility.  The mother of all virtues, the holy grail of wisdom, the jewel of the Christian crown.  
A metaphorical crown, of course – a real one would not be very humble.  Unless, of course, 
you actually are a king, like, say, Solomon. (Graphic: Solomon)  When we think of humility, 
Solomon is certainly one of the first people we never think about.  But in this week in God, we 
need to think about him, because Bob said we should.  I’m sure he’ll tell us why next week in 
God.   

Now Solomon was a pretty great dude.  Not only was he the last king of the UTI – that’s the 
United Tribes of Israel – but he was also a poet and philosopher, a builder of cities and a writer 
of proverbs, and rumor has it, he had quite a way with the ladies.  I mean this guy was so 
smooth, we’ve even saved a collection of his love letters in the Bible. (Graphic: See the Song 
of Solomon.  PG-13)  It probably also helped that he was filthy rich.   

But Solomon is perhaps best known for his great wisdom.  The good book tells us that “The 
whole earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put into his 
mind.” (Graphic: 1st Kings 10:24)  It was Solomon who gave us such gems as “The foolish 
woman is loud; she is ignorant and knows nothing.”  (Graphic: Proverbs 9:13) and “One who 
winks the eyes plans perverse things; one who compresses the lips brings evil to pass.” 
(Graphic: Proverbs 16:30)  And who can forget that all-time favorite, “Eat, drink, and be merry.”  
(Graphic: Actually that quote is from Luke 12:19, but its pretty much the theme of the whole 
book of Ecclesiastes.) 
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Given that Solomon was so obviously wise, we should expect that when he gets a message 
from the Lord, he would take it to heart.  And so this week, when we join Solomon in 2nd 
Chronicles 7 (Graphic: Chronicles=Kings with a twist) where Yahweh has visited Solomon in 
the middle of the night after the dedication of the Temple to deliver a message to the king, we 
can expect some pretty good stuff.  Let’s listen in: God tells Solomon, “When I shut up the 
heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence 
among my people…” (Graphic: 2nd Chronicles 7:13.  Solomon: “Why ever would you do such 
things, O Lord?”) ... “if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin 
and heal their land.” (Graphic: 2nd Chronicles 7:14.  If you don’t know this verse by heart by 
next Sunday you aren’t paying attention.)   

Now, folks, you know me.  I’m not one to pass judgment on anyone.  But I’m in character, so 
what the heck – Its time for: 

Tip of the Hat, Wag of the Finger 

(Graphic: Tip of the Hat, Wag of the Finger) 

 

Folks, I don’t know about you, but something tells me that Solomon didn’t quite get the 
message when God appeared to him that night.  Maybe it was the bad influence of his 700 
wives and 300 concubines (Graphic: It only takes a thousand bad apples to ruin the entire 
kingdom!).  Or maybe all the gold and riches and women and slaves all went to his head.  Or 
maybe all visits from Yahweh deluded him into believing he was “special.”  Whatever it was, 
let’s be honest – Solomon dropped the ball on this one.    Because for all his wealth and 
wisdom, all his power and “charm”, Solomon lacked one thing – humility.  Unlike his father 
David, he didn’t have a Bathsheba incident to knock him down off his pedestal.  (Graphic: But 
Solomon was descended from David’s “pedestal”.)  In truth he had about 1000 of them – but 
instead of getting knocked of his high horse, Solomon built “high places” to the various gods of 
his many lady friends (Graphic: Maybe Solomon just liked to get high).   

Which is why I must give a reluctant Wag of my Finger to King Solomon. (Graphic: Wag – 
Solomon)  He was quite a guy – a man’s man (Graphic: And a Ladies Man!) – but the 
scriptures tell us that when Solomon was old, “his heart was not true to Yahweh” (Graphic: 1st 
Kings 11:13).  And we all know what that means.  Bye, bye Kingdom.  Since Solomon wasn’t 
humble enough in life to realize that he might just want to follow the commandments of the 
Almighty God, he had to be humbled in death.  So much for humility. 

Of course, Solomon was not alone.  There are many, many stories in the scriptures of women 
and men of God who fail the humility test.  One of my personal favorites is the prophet Elisha, 
who came on the scene not too long after Solomon.  The story is told that one day Elisha was 
going up to Bethel, and on the way some village boys came out and started teasing him 
because he was bald.  Apparently, Elisha was a little bit touchy about his receding hair line, 
because the Bible tells us that he turned around and cursed the boys in the name of Yahweh.  
And next thing you know, two bears came out of the woods and mauled 42 of the boys.  
(Graphic: True story – 2nd Kings 2:23-24).  Ah, I love that story   Elisha wasn’t about to be 
humiliated by a bunch of kids.  He might not have been humble, but apparently that was OK 
with the Lord, at least in this case.  (Graphic: Actually, the text doesn’t say there was any 
causal relationship between the cursing and the mauling.  Maybe it was just a coincidence…)  
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Maybe God thought the youth of the day needed to eat a little bit of humble pie 
themselves.  So just for kicks, I’m giving a Tip of my Hat to Elisha (Graphic: Tip – Elisha), not 
for his humility, but for his stubborn refusal to be humiliated by anyone but himself, and for 
finding an epic way to divert attention away from his insecurity, smite his tormentors, and have 
it be called a miracle in the process.  That my friends, takes style, which is at least a decent 
thing to have in the absence of humility.   

Now we could spend the whole day plumbing the depths of the scriptures for examples of 
humility.  But when it comes to being humble, there is really only one who’s worth our time – 
one man who leads the salvation pack – Jesus the Christ.  That’s why he’s our… 

 

Alpha Dog of the Week! 

(Graphic: Alpha Dog – Jesus.) 

 

Actually, if we want to get technical, Jesus is the Alpha…and the Omega Dog – the first and 
the last in the line.  And my friends, therein lies his secret.  We all know that Jesus took the 
ultimate dive in the Incarnation.  Jesus wrote the book on downward mobility when he gave up 
his glory seat, emptied himself of his divinity, and took the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness, humbling himself and becoming obedient even to the point of death on a 
cross.  (Graphic: See Philippians 2:6-8).  But he didn’t take the plunge just for fun – he was on 
assignment.  He a job to do, a mission to accomplish, a sacred quest to establish the Kingdom 
of God – to make God’s dream come true – on earth as it is in heaven.   

Now Jesus did a lot of great things during his life.  He healed sick folk, taught his followers how 
to be better and more faithful human beings, challenged injustice in the religious and social 
systems of his day, even raised a few people from the dead.  But he ultimately failed in his 
mission.  He went and got himself in trouble with the law and left the job unfinished before he 
died.  And it has been left up to us to pick up the pieces, and to continue the work of Jesus 
(Graphic: Peacefully, Simply, Together).   

And yet despite his failure, or maybe even because of it, God also highly exalted Jesus, giving 
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend 
and every tongue confess that he is Lord of all.  (Graphic: See Philippians 2:9-11)  To this day, 
he has people singing songs about him, ascribing to him such titles as “King of Kings” and 
“Lord of Lords” (Graphic: “♫…and he shall reign forever and ever! ♫”)  He has inspired 
painters, sculptors, and all manner of graphic artists in the last 2000 years and today whole 
lines of merchandise are based upon his image, even though no one really knew what he 
looked like (Graphic: He even has his own Lego and Bobblehead Characters!)  At this very 
moment, groups of disciples around the country and around the world are gathering in his 
name, still looking for Jesus to set the vision for the company, still trying to figure out what we 
should do to help him out, still dutifully attempting to execute the Mission Impossible that is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

So, Jesus, for setting the bar in both humility AND excellence, despite failing to actually 
accomplish what you set out to do, you are our Alpha (and Omega) Dog of the Week! 
(Graphic: Alpha Dog – Jesus) 
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And now, Church, we have come to the moment of truth…Its time for today’s word 

 (Graphic: The Word)  

The Word 

 

(Text on right is projected after text on left is spoken) 

Church, if we want to take the words of this morning’s 
scripture to heart, and really humble ourselves in a way 
that will please God, we know where to look for 
direction…  

Wikipedia? 

That place where Brethren throughout the centuries have 
gone for edification… 

A Potluck?                                                         

The New Testament.  Specifically the life and teachings 
of Jesus.  Now we could start right at the beginning and 
look at the birth of Jesus.  After all, Jesus did have a 
pretty humble birth.  

Commemorated annually by 
millions around the world, just 
like everyone else 

But that isn’t really something that any of us could hope 
to replicate.  So instead, let’s jump right to the good stuff 
– the Brethren canon within the canon…   

Not to be confused with the 
Brethren “cannon” 

The Sermon on the Mount.  It starts out like a treatise on 
humility.  “Blessed are the poor in spirit…blessed are 
those who mourn…blessed are the meek…etc.  

Cheery stuff 

But immediately Jesus moves from these Beatitudes to 
telling his disciples “You are the salt of the earth…you 
are the light of the world…A city built on a hill cannot be 
hid…so let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works.”  

You are like a bright, shiny, 
Superstar! 

Next, he tells them that if they want to be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven, they should follow the law and 
the prophets and teach others the commandments.  He 
even goes so far as to say that unless their 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and the 
Pharisees, they will never enter the kingdom of heaven.   

That shouldn’t be too hard… 
everybody knows the scribes 
and the Pharisees are the bad 
guys. 

Now, at this point, I’m already confused.  Am I supposed 
to be meek and lowly, and seek the blessings Jesus 
spoke of in the Beatitudes?  Or do I let my light shine and 
seek to be called great in the kingdom of heaven?  Or is 
it one of those both/and situations? 

Now don’t start that again! 
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Let’s keep going.  Matthew chapter 6.  Chapter 2 of the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

Better watch out…its the 
middle one!   

Here we hit the sweet spot of good, old fashioned 
Brethren humility.     

Best in the business for over 
300 years! 

This is where we find such teachings as “Beware of 
practicing your piety in order to be seen by others”; or 
“When you give alms, do it in secret, so even your left 
hand doesn’t know what the right hand is doing”; and of 
course, “when you pray, go into your room and do it in 
private, and God will see you in secret.” 

Worth noting: the reward 
probably comes in secret too.   

Now, as a Brethren youth, I grew up on these teachings, 
as I suspect many of you did.  And they always made 
perfect sense to me.   

Not that he’s bragging, of 
course. 

That is until I really thought about them. Now follow me 
here.  If we are not to hide our light under a “bushel 
basket”, but let it shine for all to see, how can we avoid 
practicing our piety before others?  

House of mirrors?   

And conversely, if we are never seen by others practicing 
our faith – if we always pray in secret, give alms in 
secret, and practice our faith in secret – how are we to be 
the salt of the earth? 

The secret ingredient in KFC!  
(Kingdom Fried Chicken) 

For an answer, let’s keep reading.   

 

 

Beginning in Matthew 6:25, Jesus says, “I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear.  Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look 
at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into gardens, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them.  Are you not more valuable than they?...And why 
do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
you, yet I tell you even Solomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of these.” 

Now, it is interesting, don’t you think, that out of all 
examples Jesus chose to draw a comparison here to 
Solomon.  Have you ever wondered why?  

No, but I’m pretty sure he’s 
going to tell us. 
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We looked earlier at Solomon, in all his glory and 
greatness,  

(Image) 

as well as in his failings. Relationships 101 

And we concluded that Solomon lacked one thing:  Restraint? 

Humility. That’s right. 

But the more I think about it, the more I am convinced 
that humility is not something that we can possess.   

This ought to be good. 

That being humble is not something we can do, but a 
virtue that results from what we do.  Remember the rest 
of that verse from Chronicles…the part that comes after 
“humble themselves”?  What are the people to do? 

 

 

Everybody together now… 

(3 clicks to fade in) 

Pray 

Seek my face 

Turn from their wicked ways 

Now I can’t help but notice that when Jesus was talking 
about considering the Lilies and all that and referenced 
Solomon, he followed it up with some advice not only 
about what not to do… 

Worry 

But also what we should do, namely “strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness.” 

And that kinda reminds me of one of the things that the 
Lord told Solomon that he should do. 

Yes, it is the middle one! 

So, maybe, we’ve been focusing on the wrong part of the 
verse all this time. 

That’s a comforting thought. 
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Maybe if we really want to take this scripture to heart, 
what we need to do is not to try to humble ourselves… 

All this time…he’s been holding 
out on us. 

Because in the end, that effort is still all about ourselves. Isn’t that the point? 

Maybe what we need to do instead is to seek the face of 
the Lord; to strive first for the kingdom of God?  And 
then, maybe, just maybe, all these things 

Including humility 

Will be given to you as well.   

And that’s the Word. 

It is written. 

 

(As Chris moves from desk to pulpit, cue Graphic: Postscript: Humble Thyself…Yahweh or No Way?) 

 

 

 

 

 



 8 

Postscript:  

Humble Thyself…Yahweh or No Way? 

Well, there you have it.  As I have left the desk, I have also left my character and the satire 
behind in order to say a few words plainly to you this morning.   

A wise one once said that humility is the impossible virtue, for as soon as one approaches its 
fullness, it is destroyed by the pride of having accomplished it.  We speak often in the church 
about being humble, and perhaps especially so in the Church of the Brethren.  But in truth, I 
am not sure that most of us, myself included, really know what it means to be humble.  What 
passes for humility is our culture and in our churches is often one of two things: either simple 
self-deprecation and self-abasement or a false humility that masks a self-serving self-
centeredness.  As I see it, both are far from the truth of our faith.   

My favorite definition of humility comes from Dr. Bob Smith, who claims it to be, “A clear 
understanding of who and what we are followed by a sincere attempt to become what we could 
be.”1  But the more I have thought about humility over the past weeks, the more I have come to 
realize that it is not something we can pursue or possess.  The birds or the air and the lilies of 
the field to whom Jesus points as examples do not pursue humility.  Children, to whom Jesus 
pointed as examples of greatness in the kingdom of Heaven, do not have to humble 
themselves.  They are just themselves – no more and no less.   

Last week, you heard Pastor Jeff speaking about our experiences at the School for Leadership 
Training which we attended at EMU.  One of the things that stuck with me from those days was 
a line that Ted Swartz offered during his performance of his autobiographical play, Laughter is 
Sacred Space, in which he mentioned the common etymological roots of the words “humor”, 
“humility”, and “human”.  They all derive from the common Latin root “humus” which means 
“earth” or “ground”.  Knowing this, it was easy to make the connections between humor, 
humility, and the human condition.  At their root, they all remind us what we are and where we 
come from.  They remind us that in the end, as one commentator put it, we are all just worm 
dirt.   

I will never forget the first time our staff met with Brother Fred Bernhard after he was called to 
be our Interim Sr. Pastor.  He said to us, “I don’t take myself seriously, but I take God very 
seriously.”   

Those words have remained with me to this day, and I am grateful to remember them with you 
this morning.  It is hard to take yourself too seriously when you remember that you are worm 
dirt.  But when you also remember the animating source of life – that divine spark that has 
been breathed into the humus and made us human – it is hard not to pray with gratitude for the 
gift, and to seriously seek the face of the one who has given to us.  And that is a worthy quest. 

                                                
1 Discovered online at http://rumradio.org/step-seven-thinking-of-you-more-than-me-thats-called-humility/  


