SCRIPTURE READING

BRIDGEWATER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
at Worship December 24, 2016 7:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.
PRELUDE

Two Christmas Preludes

*HYMN # 195

John Barr

CALL TO WORSHIP
*HYMN # 191
SCRIPTURE READING

O little town of Bethlehem

Waiting, Waiting, Waiting

FLUTE SOLO (11:00)

Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine
Andrea Nolley, flute

CAROL

Jeff Carr
arr. Lani Smith

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION (11:00)

Isaiah 9:2-7

Angels we have heard on high

It came upon a midnight clear

SERMON

ST. LOUIS

RESPONSIVE READING AND LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader:
Tonight we bear witness to the light of Christ with
all the faithful of every time and place:
People:
With the prophets we await the promised
salvation of the Lord, and look for the coming of
the one who will bring justice and righteousness.
Leader:
With John the Baptist, from the wilderness, we cry:
People:
“Prepare the way of the Lord!”
Leader:
With Mary, the mother of Jesus, we magnify the
Lord, rejoicing in God our Savior, for God has
done great things for us, and holy is God’s name.
People:
With the writers of the gospels, we tell the good
news of Jesus Christ, the child of Bethlehem.
Leader:
With choirs of angels, and heavenly hosts, we sing:
People:
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth, peace and goodwill to all.”
Leader:
Be at peace, for the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory and his light.
All:
Alleluia!
HYMN # 197

Luke 2:1-20

GLORIA

RESPONSIVE PRAYER (Unison)
~Sing the Story, #125, adapted
God of Christmas, in the darkest days and nights of the year, our
hearts turn toward your promised light. With the glimmer of
candlelight, our hope is ignited once more. On this Christmas
Eve, lead us into your light to a manger where the face of God
shines bright and clear. Amen.
SERVICE OF CANDLE LIGHTING
(As the light is passed, please tip unlit candles to receive the light from
the lit candle. Once all candles are lit, we will join in singing the hymn.
You may extinguish the candles following the benediction.)
*HYMN

Silent night, holy night

(BACK OF BULLETIN)

*BENEDICTION
“May God’s Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love be felt and known to you and
yours and may you have a Merry Christmas!”
POSTLUDE

Chorale Improvisation: In dulci jubilo

Paul Manz

* You are in invited to rise as you are able in body and spirit.

CHILDREN’S STORY
A PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come: thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom and the
Power and the Glory forever. Amen.

Special thanks to who have shared their gifts, time, care, and attention
in preparation and leadership for these services.

Leading in Worship at Both Services
Organist:
John Barr
Hymn Leader:
Curtis Nolley
Pastors:
Jeff Carr and Chris Zepp
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