
BLESSED ARE THE MEEK 
 
Rather than the “earth,” the line in the play Godspell mockingly reads 
“the meek shall inherit the dirt.”  Sorrowfully, that is too often the 
twisted truth in which communal agreements and legal disputes are 
settled and decided.  The meek too often come out on the short end  
of things and are at a disadvantage because of perceived weakness.  
More often than not this seems acceptable and the way of the land.   
It is a way that leads to resentment, anger, and sometimes even 
violence. 
 
The Beatitudes call us to another way; a new way of thinking, of 
acting, of relating…a new way of being.  It is a way of non-violence 
in which we refuse to enter the fray but instead seek to bring reason 
and civility to the entire matter.  It allows for an atmosphere of 
cooling to gather in order that understanding may rule and so that fair 
and equitable agreement may be reached.  And it is sometimes taken 
to be weak and cowardly by those who are not sensitive to its 
strength and power.  That is because it may seem natural to “strike 
out” in anger and force, thereby creating hard feelings and resulting 
in vengeful relationships.  But the way of the Beatitude calls upon the 
higher image of what it means to be human and helps to create a 
more livable community life together. 
 
An added feature is that this beatitude, or blessing, is firmly attached 
to the next (or fourth) that we are considering today.  That is the 
“search for righteousness.”  Biblical righteousness is simply a matter 
of justice being done.  People who do it inherit the “goodness of the 
earth” and are not left with the dirt.  Think of the blessing these two 
together can bring to life.  Is there any wonder that Jesus would 
promise such a rich inheritance to those who hunger for 
righteousness?  Bless you! 
 

~ Wayne Judd 
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BRIDGEWATER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
at Worship March 12, 2017      8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 
“Jesus charges his disciples to honor those who are famished and parched 
for justice, for the kind of right relationships between people and God that 
were the original vision of God. These are the people who, even if they were 
not mourning or destitute or humbled, yearned as if they were famished and 
parched, for right relationships among all people. While they themselves 
might have had no power to bring about this vision of right relationship, 
they knew it to be God’s heart, and they longed for the day it would be 
brought about...”      ~Margaret Aymer 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE (11:00)           Chorale Preludes on      Johann Sebastian Bach 

LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER 
                                                    Canzona on          Richard Purvis 

LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER 
 

CONNECTING WITH EACH OTHER                               
Please sign and pass the Friendship Register pad located at the inside aisle     
of the pew.  Signing helps us learn the names of those worshiping near us.  
After all have signed, the pad can be passed back to the inside aisle. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                 ~Sing the Story,#161, adapted 
 
*HYMN # 13                      Blessed Jesus, at your word      

 LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER 
 

PROCLAIMING 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME (11:00)     The Bread of Life     Chris Zepp & the Puppets 

                     ~Inspired by a script by David E. MacDonald 
Puppeteers: Lilly Day-Miller, Andie Neher, and Eliana Teshome 

 
Children of ALL ages are invited to the front of the sanctuary for a time          
of building upon and connecting to faith through stories and interactions.   

 
*HYMN # 474                 I hunger and I thirst                      IBSTONE 
 
SCRIPTURE READING           Matthew 5:1-12 

OFFERING 
Invitation             
Offertory           

(8:30) We bring our tithes and offerings to the worship center.             
 (11:00) Ushers receive our tithes and offerings.         

            Prelude on BREAD OF LIFE         Seth Bingham 
Prayer of Dedication    ~Feasting on the Word, Worship Companion, adapted 
 

 
*HYMN # 507         Gracious Spirit, dwell with me                 REDHEAD 76 
   
SERMON             “…for they shall inherit the earth”            Chris Zepp  
 

RESPONDING 
 
REFLECTIONS (8:30)   Music for contemplation, followed by conversation. 
 
ANTHEM (11:00)               Be Thou My Vision           John Helgen 

May Kay Adams, cello Andrea Nolley, flute 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Call to Confession           ~Feasting on the Word, Worship Companion, adapted 
Unison Prayer of Corporate Confession      Hymnal # 703 
Silence  
Prayers of Intercession   ~Feasting on the Word, Lenten Companion, adapted           

 concluding with The Lord’s Prayer (“debts and debtors” )         
 
*HYMN # 495                      O let all who thirst         COME TO THE WATER 
 
*BENEDICTION                   ~Sing the Story,#166, adapted 
 
POSTLUDE (11:00)            Toccata in E Minor             Johann Pachelbel 
 
 
* Rise as able in body and spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



MEETINGS & OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE & NURTURE 
March 12-18, 2017   (All events are p.m. unless noted) 

 

 
Today 3:00 Habitat House Groundbreaking  Dayton 
 
Mon. 7:00 Finance Commission   Lounge 
 
Tues. 7:00 Executive Committee   Lounge 
 
Wed. 5:15 Cherub Choir Rehearsal   Agape Room 
 5:30 Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal Social Hall 
     [Menu: Mac & Cheese Bar] 
 5:45 Carol Choir Rehearsal   Agape Room 
 6:30 YORFF Rehearsal   Room # 35 
  7:00 Board of Administration  Seekers Room 
 7:15 Puppets Rehearsal   Agape Room 
   
Thurs. 7:30 Sanctus Choir Rehearsal  Choir Room 
 
Fri. 6:30 Brethren Student Movement – Social Hall / Youth Room 
  Youth Peace Retreat 
 

 
NEXT SUNDAY– March 19, 2017 – Third Sunday in Lent 
Worship: 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. – Sanctuary          
   Pastor Jeff Carr, preaching 
       Sermon: “Seeing” 
       Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:1-12; Focus Text: Matthew 5:7-8 
 Children’s Worship during Worship at 11 – Agape Room 
Blood Pressure Clinic – 9:30 & 10:30 a.m. – Office Reception Area 
Sunday School – 9:45 a.m. – Classrooms 
Ushers’ Lunch – Noon – Social Hall 
 
 
 
PASTOR JEFF continues on vacation through today, and plans to return to 
the office March 13.  For pastoral care until that time, please contact Pastor 
Chris.  

BRIDGEWATER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
 

An inclusive family of faith seeking to follow Jesus  
and live the love of God. 

 

Our Mission… 
As an inclusive community of faith, we commit ourselves to embody the 
love of God and to share our diverse lives and gifts with each other and 
the world. Through faith formation, worship, mission, and fellowship we 

boldly proclaim the peace and love of Christ. Together we work for 
justice, extend grace, and partner with God to offer abundant life, 

healing, and hope to our community and the world. 
 

Our Values… 
Sharing life together and including all persons in our common life. 

Growing in faith, compassion, and understanding. 
Serving one another and our neighbor’s good. 

Sharing the love of God and the God that is love. 
 

PASTORAL MINISTRY STAFF  
 

Jeff Carr – Senior Pastor  
Chris Zepp – Associate Pastor  

 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND FACILITIES MINISTRY STAFF 

 

Fortunato Correa – Custodian  
Phil Flory – Treasurer 

Shannon Puffenbarger – Administrative Assistant  
Leon Rhodes – Head Teller  

Glenna Wampler – Business Manager  
 

PROGRAM & MUSIC MINISTRY STAFF 
 

Kathleen Arndt – Child Care Center Administrator  
John Barr – Organist  

Jim Benedict – Bell Choir Director  
Jeanie Eye – Christian Education Director  

Mary Beth Flory – Pianist 
Marianne Houff – Children’s Choir Director 

Ellsworth Neff – Sound, Light, Video Coordinator 
Curtis Nolley – Sanctus Choir Director & Music Coordinator 

Clarke & Hope Staton – Youth Ministry Coordinators  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

420 College View Drive, Bridgewater, VA 22812 
www.bwcob.org / (540) 828-3711 

Normal office hours are Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-Noon, and 1-5 p.m.  

This is a church events calendar and does not include all building events use. 
Please be sure to schedule ALL EVENTS through the church office. 

http://www.bwcob.org/


SUNDAY MORNING INFORMATION & TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS 
 

HOSPITALITY CENTER in the Greeting Hall 
Nametags; large-print Bibles, hymnals, & bulletins; listening 
receivers; and information are available here.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:45 a.m.                         
All Are Welcome brochures, available in the pews and literature 
rack, list specific Christian Education opportunities and locations. 
 

PARKING ASSISTANCE: 10:30-10:55 a.m. every Sunday.  
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME! 
Children are always welcome among us and in our corporate 
worship gatherings. Activity bags are available in the greeting hall 
for their use and enjoyment.  Additionally, childcare for children 
ages birth to kindergarten is available as well as a “cry room” for 
those who wish to listen and see the worship service in a separate 
room from the sanctuary. Ushers are more than willing to help you 
locate these resources. 
 

Pianist (8:30) – Ann Daggett 
Fellowship Host – Tim Kreps 
Greeters (11:00) – Carol Spangler and Nancy Trout 
Head Usher (11:00) – Kevin Keplinger 
Sound/Light Assistants (11:00) – Skip Eger & Michael Overman 
Decorators – Lisa Flory & Lori Lineweaver  
Deacon Caregivers – Dwynn & Tony Stovall 
Van Driver – John Flora 
Worship Leader – Sofia Teshome 

 
TODAY’S ANTHEM TEXT:  See Hymnal; A Worship Book #545 
 
ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP FOR SUNDAY: 03/05/17 
Worship Attendance: 8:30 – 19   11:00 – 287    Sunday School: 182 
         Pledges & Envelope Giving                        $12,422.75 
 Loose Offering                   608.96 
 Food Pantry      200.00 
 Messenger Subscriptions      58.00 
 Wednesday Night Meals    164.00 
 Habitat House      500.00 
 Youth Programs     594.00 
 Glenn & Kathleen Suter Memorial Fund   150.00 
 Paul Foster Memorial Fund    100.00 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SCHOLA CANTORUM of Waynesboro will present their Spring 
concert, MOSTLY BRAHMS, on Sunday, April 2, at 3 p.m., at First 
Baptist Church of Waynesboro.  The concert is free but donations are 
welcomed.  Jesse Hopkins is the director and Mary Beth Flory is the 
ensemble’s accompanist. Singers include Alice Lee Hopkins, Ted Flory 
and Phyllis Wine. The program features “A German Requiem” by 
Johannes Brahms. 
 
LENTEN LUNCH SERIES 
The Interfaith Association of Harrisonburg / Rockingham County will be 
sponsoring a Lenten Lunch Series on the theme of “Service and 
Sacrifice.”  The weekly gatherings on the Wednesdays of Lent (March 
15, 22, 29, and April 2) will be held from Noon-1 p.m. at Broad Street 
Mennonite Church (481 Broad Street, Harrisonburg). Lunch will be 
provided with a suggested donation of $6.00. In addition to lunch and 
fellowship, these gatherings will provide an opportunity to hear from 
various leaders and organizers sharing their thoughts on the theme.  
The speaker for March 15 will be Kai Degner.  
 
BRETHREN WOODS NEWS 
As the weather gets warmer it’s time to start thinking about spring and 
summer activities.  Brethren Woods is having a work day on Saturday, 
April 1.  Also, their big fundraiser for the year is right around the corner: 
The annual Spring Fest, on Saturday, April 29, will include great food, 
mini-golf, a climbing tower, hike-a-thon, fishing contest, the auction and 
much more.  Our congregation is in charge of bringing several canisters 
of ice cream and staffing the baked goods table.  If you are interested in 
helping on April 1st or April 29th, please see Mac or Melanie Bair.   
Finally, the early registration deadline for campers this summer is March 
31st.  After that, prices go up, so we would like to see everyone registered 
by the early date!  Go online to register your camper and then please let 
Jeanie Eye know that you have registered.   
 
POWER AND PRIVILEGE GATHERING POSTPONED 
The SCN/OEP gathering “Conversations on Power and Privilege”, 
originally scheduled to be held at BWCOB May 5-7, and for which hosts 
and housing were being sought through the March newsletter, has been 
postponed.  If you were a potential participant or willing host, stay tuned 
– a new date, likely to be October or early November, should be 
announced soon.  



Matthew 5:1-12New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Beatitudes 

5 When Jesus[a] saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after 
he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and 
taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S ANTHEM TEXT: Trans. Mary E. Byrne 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 
Thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tow’r,  
Raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,  
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
Light of my soul after victory won,  
May I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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