
TO WAVE OR TO FOLLOW 
 
HONK IF YOU LOVE JESUS was a bumper sticker widely 
displayed some decades ago.  A newspaper editorial writer observed 
that a more effective Christian witness would be safe driving rather 
than sounding the car horn and that it is easier to make noise about 
one’s faith than to follow Jesus. 
 
There are parallels to blowing horns for faith purposes and the Palm 
Sunday story.  When Jesus entered Jerusalem, throngs of pilgrims 
enroute to Passover joined with some acquaintances and disciples of 
Jesus to wave palm branches and shout, “Hosanna, blessed be the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord.”  Such enthusiasm seems to 
indicate these folks would do anything for Jesus. 
 
However, Jesus soon cleared the temple of cheats and robbers, spoke 
stern demands for discipleship and called religious leaders 
hypocrites.  Some who had shouted Hosanna were disappointed and 
angry.  Jesus was arrested and tried and when he badly needed 
support many who had waved palm branches joyfully when he 
entered Jerusalem joined those who shouted about his sentencing, 
“Crucify, Crucify.”  Fearing the mob uprising against Jesus, even his 
disciples were running scared and running away.  It proved to be 
easier to wave to Jesus than to follow. 
 
How does the Palm Sunday story play out in our lives?  Is it easier to 
honk than to love Jesus?  Is it easier to make faith noise than to take 
right actions?  Is it easier to talk about Jesus than to follow him? 
 
As surely as Jesus came to Jerusalem centuries ago, he is in our 
world, our nation, our town, our church, our homes, our lives.  His 
presence calls us to costly faithfulness.  It was long ago and is now 
easier to wave at him than to follow him. 
 
WILL WE WAVE OR FOLLOW? 

~ Sam Flora 
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Blessed 
is He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord! 



BRIDGEWATER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
at Worship April 9, 2017      8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE (11:00)     Fantasia super: (BWV 735)         J.S. Bach 

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
 

CONNECTING WITH EACH OTHER                   Jeff Carr                 
Please sign and pass the Friendship Register pad located at the inside aisle     
of the pew.  Signing helps us learn the names of those worshiping near us.  
After all have signed, the pad can be passed back to the inside aisle. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                  Matthew 21:1-11                       NRSV 
 
*HYMN # 238            Hosanna, loud hosanna                   ELLECOMBE 

(11:00) Children will process with palm branches. 
 

PROCLAIMING 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME (11:00)               Janean Fawley 

Children of ALL ages are invited to the front of the sanctuary for a time          
of building upon and connecting to faith through stories and interactions.   

 
SCRIPTURE READING       Psalm 118: 22, 26-29                     NRSV 
 
ANTHEM (11:00)                 Blessed is He Who Comes          Lloyd Larson  

in the Name of the Lord! 
 
OFFERING 

Invitation             
Offertory           

(8:30) We bring our tithes and offerings to the worship center.             
 (11:00) Ushers receive our tithes and offerings.         

              “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” (BWV 727)       J.S. Bach 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS            Isaiah 50:4-9a; Matthew 27:11-37          NRSV 
   
SERMON             “King of the Who? (…No turning back)”          Chris Zepp  
 
*HYMN # 288                   Rejoice, the Lord is king!             DARWALL’S 148TH 

RESPONDING 
 
REFLECTIONS (8:30)   Contemplation and conversation. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Call to Prayer                             ~Homiletics Online, adapted 
Choral Call to Prayer (11:00)                  Carol Choir 

          Ubi Caritas                   Victor C. Johnson 
Where there is charity and love, God is there. 
The love of Christ has gathered us together. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
And from a sincere heart let us love one another. 

Responsive Prayer of Confession               ~Sing the Story,#169, adapted 
One:  God of integrity and mercy, we draw near to you now,  

  and pray that you will draw near to us. 
All:   Hear our confession. 
One:  Our hands need cleansing –  
All:   For they have participated     

  in systems of injustice and violence. 
One:  Our hearts need purifying –  
All:   For they have been wooed     

  by the power and hatreds of the world. 
One:  Our minds need liberating – 
All:   For they have become fixated  
 on the ideologies and anxieties of our culture. 
One:  God of mercy, hear now our prayers for healing, 

wholeness, and restoration.  As the cross looms before 
us, may we walk in the pathway of Jesus, who took on 
our brokenness, yet pointed in hope toward your promise 
of new life… 

Silence  
Affirmation of Faith       Hymnal # 714 (congregation reading bold)         
Prayer for Holy Week               ~Homiletics Online, adapted 

 concluding with The Lord’s Prayer (“debts and debtors”)         
 
*HYMN # 447                   O Jesus, I have promised        ANGEL’S STORY 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE (11:00)              Agincourt Hymn                John Dunstable 

“O Love, How Deep” H.W.B. #236 
 

* Rise as able in body and spirit. 



MEETINGS & OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE & NURTURE 
April 9-15, 2017   (All events are p.m. unless noted) 

 

 
Today 9 a.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 
 Noon Children’s Easter Egg Hunt  Playground 
 3:00 Shenandoah Valley Choral Society Concert – Sanctuary  
 
Mon. 5:00 Retired Ministers & Spouses  Maple Terrace 
 
Wed. 8 a.m. Bridgewater Ministers   Maple Terrace 

10:30 a.m.     Office Staff Meeting  Pastor’s Office 
 Noon Jubilee Circle    Smith Room 
 6:30 Brethren Student Movement  Carter Center 

7:00 Friendship & JOY Circles  Seekers Room 
   
Thurs. 10:30 a.m.     Leaveners    N. River Library 

5:30 Love Feast Prayer & Preparation Altruistic Room 
 6:30 Love Feast    Social Hall 
 8:00 Liturgy of the Passion & Tenebrae Altruistic Room 
 
Fri. Contemplative Space for Prayer & Reflection  Altruistic Room 
 Noon  BAM sponsored Crosswalk – Bridgewater Presbyterian 
 
Sat. 11 a.m. Memorial Service for Erich Brumbaugh Sanctuary 
 
NEXT SUNDAY– April 16, 2017 – Easter Sunday 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. – Sanctuary     (No 8:30 Gathering)     
   Pastor Jeff Carr, preaching 
       Sermon: “Another Look” 
       Scripture Readings: John 20:1-18 & Matthew 28:1-10  
Blood Pressure Clinic – 9:30 & 10:30 a.m. – Office Reception Area 
Sunday School – 9:45 a.m. – Classrooms 
 
SHENANDOAH VALLEY CHORAL SOCIETY will present its annual 
spring concert, Mass Eclectic, in our sanctuary this afternoon at 3:00 p.m. 
under the direction of Curtis Nolley. The concert will feature Glenn 
McClure’s St. Francis in the Americas: A Caribbean Mass accompanied by 
steel drums and percussion.  Tickets are available at the door.  

BRIDGEWATER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
 

An inclusive family of faith seeking to follow Jesus  
and live the love of God. 

 

Our Mission… 
As an inclusive community of faith, we commit ourselves to embody the 
love of God and to share our diverse lives and gifts with each other and 
the world. Through faith formation, worship, mission, and fellowship we 

boldly proclaim the peace and love of Christ. Together we work for 
justice, extend grace, and partner with God to offer abundant life, 

healing, and hope to our community and the world. 
 

Our Values… 
Sharing life together and including all persons in our common life. 

Growing in faith, compassion, and understanding. 
Serving one another and our neighbor’s good. 

Sharing the love of God and the God that is love. 
 

PASTORAL MINISTRY STAFF  
 

Jeff Carr – Senior Pastor  
Chris Zepp – Associate Pastor  

 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND FACILITIES MINISTRY STAFF 

 

Fortunato Correa – Custodian  
Phil Flory – Treasurer 

Shannon Puffenbarger – Administrative Assistant  
Leon Rhodes – Head Teller  

Glenna Wampler – Business Manager  
 

PROGRAM & MUSIC MINISTRY STAFF 
 

Kathleen Arndt – Child Care Center Administrator  
John Barr – Organist  

Jim Benedict – Bell Choir Director  
Jeanie Eye – Christian Education Director  

Mary Beth Flory – Pianist 
Marianne Houff – Children’s Choir Director 

Ellsworth Neff – Sound, Light, Video Coordinator 
Curtis Nolley – Sanctus Choir Director & Music Coordinator 

Clarke & Hope Staton – Youth Ministry Coordinators  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

420 College View Drive, Bridgewater, VA 22812 
www.bwcob.org / (540) 828-3711 

Normal office hours are Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-Noon, and 1-5 p.m.  

This is a church events calendar and does not include all building events use. 
Please be sure to schedule ALL EVENTS through the church office. 

http://www.bwcob.org/


SUNDAY MORNING INFORMATION & TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS 
 

HOSPITALITY CENTER in the Greeting Hall 
Nametags; large-print Bibles, hymnals, & bulletins; listening 
receivers; and information are available here.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:45 a.m.                         
All Are Welcome brochures, available in the pews and literature 
rack, list specific Christian Education opportunities and locations. 
 

PARKING ASSISTANCE: 10:30-10:55 a.m. every Sunday.  
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME! 
Children are always welcome among us and in our corporate 
worship gatherings. Activity bags are available in the greeting hall 
for their use and enjoyment.  Additionally, childcare for children 
ages birth to kindergarten is available as well as a “cry room” for 
those who wish to listen and see the worship service in a separate 
room from the sanctuary. Ushers are more than willing to help you 
locate these resources. 
 

Pianist (8:30) – Ann Daggett 
Fellowship Host – Donnie Fulk 
Greeters (11:00) – Kathleen Gardner & Margaret Thomason 
Head Usher (11:00) – Devin Bowman 
Sound/Light Assistant (11:00) – David Lineweaver 
Decorators – Lisa Flory & Lori Lineweaver  
Deacon Caregiver – Mary Ann Angleberger 
Van Driver – John Flora 
Worship Leader – Alice Lee Hopkins 
 

EASTER / SPRING POTTED FLOWER ORDER ENVELOPES are 
available in the literature rack in the Greeting Hall. Citations and money are 
due in the church office by this Wednesday, April 12. 
 

TODAY’S ANTHEM TEXT:  tr. John M. Neale, 1854 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Sing “Hosanna, hosanna to the King of Israel!” 
All glory laud, and honor to Thee, Redeemer King, 
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s royal Son,  
In the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed one! 
Hosanna, hosanna!  He comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna, hosanna!  O praise the name of the Lord. 
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BSM FUNDRAISER AT BRIDGEWATER JALAPENOS  
On Thursday, April 27, from 4-9 pm, Jalapeños Restaurant in 
Bridgewater will be hosting a Fundraising Meal for Brethren Student 
Movement (BSM).  All you need to do is to drop your receipt in the 
donation box and 15% of your meal will then be donated to 
BSM!  RSVPs are needed to hold the event, so if you plan to attend, 
please go to our event page http://www.groupraise.com/events/23762 
to register your intent.  There is no obligation and our participation is 
unlimited – it simply ensures the restaurant that there will be viable 
participation.  Thanks in advance!  
 
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY PHOTO SESSIONS  
Photo sessions with Lisa Houff  have now begun for our upcoming new 
pictorial directory and will continue over the next 2-3 months.  A 
temporary studio has been set up for this purpose in the Gap Room, and 
session options are also being organized on-site at the Bridgewater 
Retirement Community or in homes or other locations as desired.  Sign-
up forms are available in the literature rack for each household to 
complete and return to the office or drop in the offering plate OR they 
can also be completed online at https://tinyurl.com/bwcobpd2017.  
 
THE HOUSE THAT LOVE BUILT - UPDATE 
Three trees had to be removed from the lot to allow space for the house 
to be built.  Several trees do remain on the lot.  It is anticipated that next 
week the foundation work will begin by digging and pouring 
footers.  Excavation equipment will be on site for most of the week! 
 
SPECIAL THANKS FROM THE SOJOURNERS CLASS 
The class wishes to thank those who supported their fundraiser meal last 
Sunday.  Proceeds were split between the BWCOB Habitat House Build 
and the Helping Hands Scholarship at Brethren Woods.  Thanks! 
 
ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP FOR SUNDAY: 04/02/17 
Worship Attendance: 8:30 – 10   11:00 – 230    Sunday School: 154 
         Pledges & Envelope Giving                        $12,995.00 
 Loose Offering                   159.61 
 Contributions – Refugee House      20.00 
 Spring Potted Flowers     156.00 
 Wednesday Night Meals    158.00 
 Habitat House      325.00 
 Youth Programs     424.00 
 Sojourners Sunday School Class  (Fundraiser)           1,394.73 

http://www.groupraise.com/events/23762
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